
10 January 2012 

RARE BREED – A FARMING YEAR STARTS ON UTV

Rare Breed – A Farming Year is a unique 12-part series that follows 16 local farming families across an entire year starting on UTV this Monday 16 January at 8pm. 

Michael Wilson, Managing Director, UTV Television said: “UTV cameras have been out in all weathers and on every type of farm to bring viewers the very best of Ulster’s farms and farming families. We get to meet that rare breed of men and women who look after our farmland – preserving it for future generations and helping feed this current one.

“Coming from a farming background, I was very keen that UTV showed a series that reflected rural life across Northern Ireland. Rare Breed – A Farming Year does just that, showing the highs and lows farmers experience in what is one of Northern Ireland’s most important industries.”

Right across Northern Ireland, Rare Breed – A Farming Year meets the breeders of pigs, poultry, sheep, and cattle; the growers of the grain and grass and the producers of eggs, potatoes, parsnips and carrots. 

Kelda Crawford McCann, Producer said: “This is a one-off insight into one of Northern Ireland’s largest and oldest industries. Discovering that our local produce not only ends up on our tables, it is an international commodity worth millions to the economy and provides work for tens of thousands of people. 

“The series reflects the working lives of a range of local farms working hand in hand with nature and the weather, showing how young and old share in this seasonal rhythm that brings food from the soil to the kitchen table.”

Sponsored by Irwin’s Bakery and shot in High Definition, Rare Breed – A Farming Year starts on UTV next Monday 16 January at 8pm.

-Ends-
For further information please contact Michelle Cassidy at UTV Communications 
on 028 9026 2129


Notes to editors:
Individual programme synopsis attached.

RARE BREED – A FARMING LIFE 

Programme 1 – ‘January’ – UTV 16 January 2012 at 8pm 
While many of us are still celebrating the New Year, on farms across Northern Ireland the working day is just beginning. In Antrim there is no let up for Wallace Gregg with the twice daily milking. Across in Fermanagh David Wilson is getting his prize Hereford bulls ready for the annual sales. In County Down, the biggest deer herd in the UK and Ireland are being checked and fed. The cold weather means that our arable farmers can’t get into the fields – but this is the vital time to prepare machinery and perfect business plans. All our farmers will make decisions that could spell success or failure.

Programme two:  ‘February’ – UTV 23 January at 8pm
It’s early spring and that means lambing season in Fermanagh. David Wilson has a tricky task getting a ewe to adopt a lamb. There is TB testing going on in Ballymena. Near Ardglass, Allan Chambers has one eye firmly on the weather – he’s trying a new venture this year, malt barley. Across our other farms it is a time for hedge cutting and maintenance. The slurry teams are hard at work but they take a break for a major event in the farming year – the Mullahead Ploughing Match.

Programme 3; ‘March’ – UTV 30 January at 8pm
The weather warms and it is full steam ahead on our arable farms. Near Ardglass, Allan Chambers can at last get on with ploughing and sowing. Up near the Giant’s Causeway pedigree cattle are calving. Meanwhile in Comber this year’s early potatoes are being planted; at an organic farm in Strangford the pregnant cattle are being scanned while in Crossgar, John Killen is turning his herd out to grass after spending all winter indoors. Near Ballymena, Wallace Gregg is introducing new bloodlines to his herd.

Programme 4: ‘April’ – UTV 6 February at 8pm
The weather is unseasonably warm so down in Fermanagh David Wilson is shearing his sheep early. Tyrone pig farmer Mark Adams has his hands full with new arrivals. Miceal McCoy in County Armagh is keeping close watch as he has cattle that are due to give birth any day now. In Strangford, Dale Orr is worried about foxes taking some of his newborn lambs. Near Crossgar the Killens are beginning the painstaking preparations for next month’s Balmoral Show.

Programme 5: ‘May’ – UTV 13 February at 8pm 
It’s the Balmoral Show  – the biggest event in the farming calendar. It’s not just a few great days out for our farming families - there is serious business to be done. After many weeks of preparation there is plenty of tension - the Wilsons from Fermanagh are showing their Herefords; from North Antrim the Chestnutt family have Texel sheep and British Blue cattle on display and the Killens from County Down have brought their prize commercial cattle. Good results can boost a farm’s reputation and raise the value of bloodlines.

Programme 6: ‘June’ – UTV 20 February at 8pm
The good weather continues and it is time to bring in the Comber potatoes. Elsewhere in County Down the good weather is bringing out the pests so Allan Chambers is out spraying his barley. Across in Castlederg contractor Alwyn Young is itching to begin cutting the silage – timing is everything. Meanwhile, Cloughmills dairy farmer Wallace Gregg is investing in a new cattle shed and near Downpatrick the deer are calving. The butcher pays a visit to the Killen’s near Crossgar – it is time to see if the hard work will pay off and his cattle will make the grade.

Programme 7: ‘July’ – UTV 27 February at 8pm
The race is on to beat the summer rain. In Fermanagh David Wilson is tackling broken machinery to get his silage in. A different story in North Antrim where the fine weather continues so Victor Chestnutt can get the best cuts of his silage. From the Sperrins to the Mournes the arable farmers are battling the elements to get the harvesting going. Near Ballymena Seamus Kane is getting ready for the arrival of 30,000 chicks. And, it might be the middle of summer but Christmas has come early for Olive and Donald Elliot as they take delivery of hundreds of day old highly prized Bronze turkey chicks. Come Christmas they’ll be ready for many homes and top restaurants across Northern Ireland.

Programme 8: ‘August’ – UTV 5 March at 8pm
A busy month of shows, sales and harvesting. Fermanagh’s David Wilson is at the renowned Hereford Champion Show in England. He’s the first local breeder to compete at this level – can he bring home the top prize. Back in Ballymena and Seamus Kane’s chickens are ready for the supermarket shelves. Victor Chestnutt brings his pedigree sheep to the Annual Texel Sales – a good price is vital for his business plans. He also has the hair-raising task of bringing some sheep off the steep cliffs of the North Antrim Coast. And for our arable farmers, harvesting continues apace across Northern Ireland.

/More......
RARE BREED – A FARMING LIFE 

Programme 9: ‘September’ – UTV 12 March at 8pm
The busiest month of the farming year brings it own set of problems. As always weather is playing havoc. Near Comber Ivan McKee is bringing in the parsnips – these difficult to grow crops must be on the supermarket shelves within 24 hours. Heavy rain means costly delays that could have major consequences for many farm businesses. All eyes are on the clouds and weather forecasts. At Cloughmills, Wallace Gregg is worried as the maize harvest is a mere fraction of what he was expecting. Meanwhile, the mating season for deer is starting near Downpatrick. For the Killen’s in Crossgar and the Chestnutt’s of Ballymena it is time to buy in new stock.

Programme 10: ‘October’ – UTV 19 March at 8pm
The wet and cold weather continues to cause major problems on many farms. County Tyrone contractor Alwyn Young is battling through mud to harvest maize, while in County Down Allan Chambers is a full month behind and is struggling to get the vital preparation done for next year’s crops. The knock on effect is critical to both their business plans. Near Bushmills Victor Chestnutt is getting his animals ready to move indoors for the winter – the longer he can keep them outside the less valuable feed he’ll have to use. Meanwhile in Fermanagh it is time to scan David Wilson’s pedigree Herefords so potential buyers know what they are getting for their money.

Programme 11: ‘November’ – UTV 26 March at 8pm - In production 

Programme 12: ‘December’ – UTV 2 April at 8pm - In production 


