NEWS RELEASE

16 January 2012 

UTV LIVE TOPS NEWS RATINGS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND
AND INCREASES DOMINANCE OVER BBC NEWSLINE

UTV Live is by far the first choice for news in Northern Ireland attracting an average of 196,000 viewers every night at 6pm, compared to an average 163,000 on BBC NI’s Newsline.

Michael Wilson, Managing Director, UTV said: “In the 2011 industry ratings just released, UTV Live was once again the clear leader for news in Northern Ireland, attracting an average audience share of 34.5% against Newsline’s 26.4%.  

“We are extremely proud of our position as the most watched news in Northern Ireland and thank our viewers for making us their first choice once again. Credit is due to the hard work of our staff who are dedicated to ensuring we bring our viewers the highest quality  news as it happens on TV, radio and online. We have also extended our lead year on year on the BBC which is a fantastic reflection of our team’s commitment to our viewers.”

Darwin Templeton, Executive Editor of News said: “UTV Live’s first week of 2012 has already seen very strong programmes backed up with excellent viewing figures of more than 200,000 every night, beating BBC Newsline by a convincing margin and we hope to continue this trend throughout the year. As well as being the most watched news locally, we are proud that our news ratings are almost double that of the ITV Network regional news average.

“We’d like to thank the people of Northern Ireland for making us their first port of call for news in 2011 and the team look forward to continuing to deliver for them in the exciting year ahead.”


-Ends-

For further information please contact Michelle Cassidy, 
UTV Communications on 028 9026 2129

Notes to Editors:
UTV Live (at 6) average 196,000 viewers and 34.5% share in 2011
BBC1 NI Newsline average 163,000 viewers and 26.4% share in 2011
ITV Network Regional News average 17.8% share in 2011

Source: BARB/Advantedge
Audience: All Individuals
Period: January 1st to December 31st 2011

UTV Live v BBC Newsline - Week 1 2012

Tuesday 3 Jan 
Average             35%        v              30% 
232,000   v             212,000


Wednesday 4 Jan
Average             38%        v              27%
249,000   v             181,000

Thursday 5 Jan
Average              41%        v              32%
245,000    v             201,000

Friday 6 January
Average              36%        v             27%
227,000   v             183,000

Source: BARB Overnights 


